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begged her husband to carry her to the Three Riv-
ers. As soon as she arrived there, she sent for Fa-
ther Buteux to whom she said: ‘‘ Thou seest to what
a condition illness has reduced me; it has deprived
me of everything [197] but speech, which I use not
for the purpose of asking thee for anything, but only
to confess me. It was for that object that I desired
to be brought here. Ever since my Baptism I have
had but little health; still, for all that, I have never
thought that my illness was caused by prayer, as
some say who have no sense. I believe firmly, and
the pain that I suffer will never make me abandon
the Faith. I shall be ill so long as God pleases. If
thou knowest that my death is drawing near, do
not hide the truth; I do not fear death, but I would
like to know if it be near, so that I may learn
what I should do, to die a good death.”” The chief
complaint that she made while she was at the
three Rivers was, that we did not visit her often
enough to instruct her and prepare her for death.
She came every day to Mass, although with great
difficulty; at times, she would drag herself on the
ground; at others, she would lean upon a stick,
or have herself carried by her daughter. She had
to be absolutely forbidden [198] to take that trouble,
at least on working days. Our Lord has been pleased
to prolong her life for the example of the others, and
in order that she might have more merit. And she
is of great use to the members of her tribe, for she
takes most special pains to make them pray to God,
wherever she is. Her adieu to Father Buteux at her
departure was very pathetic. ‘‘ Farewell,” she said;
““I am going to die in the woods. I shall never see
thee again except in Heaven. I commend to thee



